FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MFBF Bids Farewell to Doug Gillespie,
Welcomes Brad Mitchell
CONTACT: MFBF Director of Marketing and Communications, katelyn@mfbf.net

MARLBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS – June 24,
2021 – On June 30, 2021, Doug Gillespie, longtime Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation
executive director, will hand over the organization’s
reins to Brad Mitchell. Gillespie who started with
the organization in 1990, has deep roots within the
Massachusetts agricultural community and is
leaving behind very large shoes for Mitchell to fill.
“I want to thank Doug for his extraordinary service
and dedication to our organization,” said MFBF
President Mark Amato. “The past 30 years in
Massachusetts agriculture have been challenging, especially as he was leading a
membership-based organization. We’ve seen farmland in Massachusetts shrink and margins
become tight on farms, which has made growing membership very difficult. However, thanks
to Doug’s expert leadership, MFBF has continued to flourish, and he is leaving a legacy of
calm, patient guidance in the face of challenging times.”
To fill the void, MFBF’s Board of Directors has selected Brad Mitchell to serve as executive
director after a nine-month search and interview process. Mitchell has been with the
organization for almost 11 years and previously served as the organization’s deputy executive
director/legislative agent and has worked for other agricultural groups, including the
Massachusetts Department of Agriculture.
As executive director, Mitchell will be responsible for carrying out the strategic plan as
adopted by membership a few years ago. He will be placing emphasis on expanding the
organization’s membership base and revenue sources.
“The strategic plan is a roadmap for the MFBF’s board of directors and its executive director
and will assist in making this a smooth transition,” Amato said. “Brad has a strong
understanding of MFBF and is dedicated to our mission and vision. The Board feels he will be
a strong successor to Doug.”
Congratulations, Brad! Thank you, Doug!

###

About Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation
The Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation is a non-profit organization representing nearly
6,000 family members across the Commonwealth. MFBF is an advocate for farmers, run by
farmer members who develop policies through its grassroots process. Its mission statement
is to "strengthen a diverse agricultural community by supporting and advocating for
Massachusetts farm families." Its vision is to "envision a world with plentiful
high-quality agricultural products, productive open land, and a robust and prosperous farming
community. We are committed to working with like-minded groups to achieve these goals."
For more information about the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation, please
visit www.mfbf.net.
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