FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MFBF Launches Scholarship Program For NonTraditional Members
CONTACT: MFBF Director of Marketing and Communications, katelyn@mfbf.net

MARLBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS – June 2, 2021 – The Massachusetts Farm Bureau
Federation (MFBF) is now accepting applications for its first-ever, non-traditional membership
scholarship, which is available by clicking here. The intent of this scholarship program is to
receive input into the organization’s policy development program from commercial farmers
who are not traditionally members. Examples of non-traditional members include urban
farmers, new entry farmers, immigrant farmers and more.
“Farm Bureau membership has always been open to everyone, however, one of the biggest
barriers to joining can be approaching a group of people where you know no one,” said MFBF
President Mark Amato. “By creating this scholarship program and in turn a cohort program for
the recipients, we hope to break down those walls and introduce non-traditional members to
our current members in an environment where the new people are comfortable. In turn, we
hope to see the scholarship recipients bring in other, non-traditional members to provide input
on our policy process and expand our membership.”
Scholarship recipients will receive a scholarship membership into the organization (valued at
$225) for one year and will be expected to complete an orientation webinar, a mid-year
survey, and participate in one county-level policy event.
“The feedback that we get during the Farm Bureau policy development process can have
national impact,” Amato said. “We need all types of farmers involved in this process and value
all input. I’m looking forward to seeing this scholarship bring new ideas to the table.”
The deadline to apply is July 31, 2021, and applications will be reviewed by a committee of
MFBF board of directors. This scholarship was made possible through a grant from American
Farm Bureau Federation.
###

About Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation
The Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation is a non-profit organization representing nearly
6,000 family members across the Commonwealth. MFBF is an advocate for farmers, run by
farmer members who develop policies through its grassroots process. Its mission statement is
to "strengthen a diverse agricultural community by supporting and advocating for
Massachusetts farm families." Its vision is to "envision a world with plentiful
high-quality agricultural products, productive open land, and a robust and prosperous farming
community. We are committed to working with like-minded groups to achieve these goals."
For more information about the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation, please
visit www.mfbf.net.
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